
Difference Maker Documentary Project
Documentaries educate citizens about topics/issues/people/groups. You are to create documentary to provide information about a person who has made a difference in the world.  This person can be famous or infamous, someone we have heard of or never heard of before, and a stranger or someone close to you.  You will follow a specific checklist to ensure your success at this project. 

Project Requirements 

______ 1. Length and Other Requirements: Your documentary must be between 3-4 minutes. You need to make it as close to this time limit as possible. You should also include a title slide and end credits (citations). 

_______ 2. Interest: Make it fun! It should be interesting and entertaining for your audience. Please use plenty of relevant images, music, and video clips (optional). 

_______ 3. Get Involved: It should persuade the audience to want to MAKE A DIFFERENCE like the person in your video has done! Show the audience just how important this person really is! Your documentary should include tips of what others can do to get involved. You want to tell them some easy things they can do every day to make a difference.

_______ 4. Information: 
· General Background: 

· Who is the person?

· Give a short description of their childhood/younger years.

· How did they get involved in the cause that they represent?

· What is the cause that they work towards/are trying to fix/stop?

· Give a description of the “cause” they are fighting for/trying to stop.

· What have they done in their work to stop/fix the problem they are passionate about?

· What does the person recommend others do to get involved?
_______ 5.  Notes and Bibliography: (submitted using Google Docs) 

· You are required to submit outline or note sheet of your research 

· Be sure to include a bibliography of the websites you used to obtain information. Make sure it’s in correct MLA form using www

HYPERLINK "http://www.easybib.com".

HYPERLINK "http://www.easybib.com"easybib

HYPERLINK "http://www.easybib.com".

HYPERLINK "http://www.easybib.com"com 

How do you create your documentary?

Step 1: Go to http

HYPERLINK "http://animoto.com/"://

HYPERLINK "http://animoto.com/"animoto

HYPERLINK "http://animoto.com/".

HYPERLINK "http://animoto.com/"com

HYPERLINK "http://animoto.com/"/ and get your login information from your teacher                                                             Step 2: Create a Powerpoint Presentation to be saved as jpeg files and uploaded into Animoto               


  1. Create and open your existing PowerPoint. 








                 2. Work on your PSA slides-images, words, slogans, etc. (see tips below)

        


                              3. Select save as- and in the save as type (right below the file name), scroll down and  select jpeg. Select save- the dialogue box will ask if you want to export every file, select every slide. You now have a “picture” of each slide. 

            Step 3:  Add your PowerPoint presentation to Animoto  







           Step 4:  Add Music--slower music means slower slide speed, which is sometimes helpful for text-based slide reading. You can use Animoto's music, or mp3 files of your own.  Click on Upload and pick the music to accompany your video. Step 5:  Link your video url to Edmodo Put a link to your Animoto video on the Edmodo Assignment. Please include your group members name and your interest group’s name
Tips on Creating an Effective Animoto

· Be sure to view your Animoto a few times for readability.  Revise slides that are too fast or hard to read

· ALL CAPS is considered “screaming” and hard to read—avoid them. Similarly, avoid italics--hard to read
· Choose a large font (30+) because small fonts are hard to read on slides

· Also, it’s best to stick with one color scheme and one or two font types to give your presentation more unity

· Be sure to click highlight or “spotlight” on text slides, so they'll stay onscreen longer.

· Also, slower songs make for a slower slide show--sometimes a good thing in terms of reading ease.

· Pay attention to slide background color, and be sure text shows up well on it for easy reading.  For example, black text can hardly be seen on a dark purple background.

· Be sure to select the ½ image pacing (the photos will move a little slower and text slides are easier to read.)

	Criteria
	Excellent (20)
	Good (15)
	Needs Work (10)
	More Effort (5)

	General Background
(x 2)
	The documentary is well detailed and provides a complete understanding of your topic. 
	The documentary shows evidence of research and is detailed. 
	The documentary shows some evidence of research but more effort is needed.
	Much more effort and attention to detail is needed.

	Clarity of Information/Sound
	The documentary is easy to understand. 
	The documentary is fairly easy to understand.
	The documentary is unclear and somewhat confusing. 
	The documentary lacks a clear objective and is confusing. 

	Creativity
	The documentary is presented in a unique and interesting manner. 
	The documentary contains some attempt at creativity. 
	The documentary contains little creativity. 
	The documentary  makes no attempt at creativity. 

	Length, Title slide, & End Credits
	The documentary is between 3 and 4 minutes. There is a nice title slide as well as end credits. 
	The documentary is too long/short, but has a title slide and end credits. 
	The documentary is too long/short and/or missing title slide or end credits. 
	The documentary is too long/short and missing title slide or end credits.

	Notes and Citations
	Notes and Citations were turned in on time and in correct MLA form. 
	Notes and Citations were turned in on time and almost in correct MLA form.
	Notes and Citations need more attention to detail.  
	Notes and Citations need much more attention to detail.  

	Overall Quality of Project
	Project was interesting, informative, and well organized. 
	Project was informative and well organized. 
	Project could have used more attention to detail. 
	Much more attention to detail was needed. 

	Time on Task
	Group worked well during class and did not distract other classmates. 
	Group mainly worked well together and did not distract other classmates. 
	Group needed to be more focused. 
	Group was not focused and was distracted easily. 


Documentary Rubric
Total Points: ______ of 140 points 

Comments: 

